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FALL 2016 RELEASES

2013 Monte Bello, 98+ points

The 2013 Monte Bello is utterly spellbinding in its beauty. Finely sculpted and
chiseled, with super-expressive aromatics and searing tannins, the 2013 is
shaping up to be a modern-day classic. The 2013 is remarkably pure and vibrant
for such a big wine. It will be years before the 2013 is close to being ready to
drink. Even so, it is magnificent today. Where will the 2013 end up? The future
seems limitless for now. Quite simply, the 2013 is a must-have wine. In 2013,
Monte Bello is very heavy in Cabernet Sauvignon, partly because Merlot suffered
in the drought-like conditions. The 2013 has already begun to shut down in
bottle. Readers need to be in for the long haul.

2013 Monte Bello Chardonnay, 95 points

The 2013 Chardonnay Monte Bello is exceptional. Rich, layered and creamy, the
2013 exudes depth. Readers will have to wait at least a few years before the 2013
hits its stride, but all the elements are in the right place. Yellow orchard fruit, mint,
sweet spices and flowers are all fused together in an exceptional, racy Chardon-
nay loaded with class and personality. Today, the 2013 is a total knock-out. The
2,000 case production for the Monte Bello Chardonnay is a record high for Ridge.

2014 Lytton Springs, 94+ points

The 2014 Lytton Springs is another absolutely gorgeous wine. Perhaps because
of its relatively recent bottling, the 2004 feels a bit compressed, but there appears
to be plenty of complexity and depth hiding behind the acidity and tannin. Far
from an easygoing Zinfandel, the 2014 Lytton is a wine to buy and cellar for at
least a handful of years. The wine's richness, persistence and vertical intensity all
lead me to believe it will be special in time. Black cherry, pomegranate, mint and
sweet spices meld into the resonant finish. A kick of tannin from the Petite adds
personality, something the 2014 has in spades.

2014 Pagani Ranch Zinfandel, 92 points

The 2014 Pagani Ranch is the most immediate and obvious of the 2014 Zinfan-
dels | tasted at Ridge. Ripe, forward and opulent, the Pagani will please readers
who like a more flashy, up-front style. | expect the Pagani will offer most of its
charms sooner rather than later, which makes it a terrific choice for drinking on
the young side. | don't see the pedigree or complexity of the best Zinfandels in
the lineup, but the Pagani is delicious. This site seems to naturally produce a riper
style as full flavor development and tannin maturity only take place late in the
season.

2014 Lytton Estate Petite Sirah, 95 points

The 2014 Petite Sirah Lytton Estate is outstanding. Deep, luscious and intense,
but with none of the aggressiveness Petite so often presents, the 2014 is utterly
captivating from the very first taste. Dark red and blue-hued stone fruits, mint,
spices and licorice are front and center. The purity of the fruit here is simply
remarkable. As hard as it may be to believe, the 2014 can be enjoyed on the
young side. This is a tremendous wine. Don't miss it!
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SPRING 2016 RELEASES

2013 Cabernet Sauvignon Estate, 94 points

Ridge's 2013 Cabernet Sauvignon Estate is fabulous. Beams of tannin and
acidity make a strong opening statement, but there is more than enough fruit
to fill out the wine's frame. This is an especially dark, virile Estate. Then again,
that is 2013. Inky blue/purplish fruit, licorice, sage, exotic spices and lavender
grace the exquisite finish. This is an absolutely delicious mountain Cabernet
endowed with real pedigree and class. It is also arguably the single greatest
value in California Cabernet Sauvignon.

2014 Geyserville, 93 points

The 2014 Zinfandel Geyserville is just as beautiful from bottle as it was from
barrel. Rich, textured and dense on the palate, the 2014 exudes depth, but in
the mid-weight style of the year. The complexity of the Zinfandel-based field
blend comes through in spades. The 2014 is creamy and persistent, but also
graced with a mid-weight, finessed personality that is impossible to resist. In
2014, the Zinfandel is on the lower side relative to the recent past, with other
grapes in the blend playing more important roles.

2013 Merlot Estate, 92 points

The 2013 Merlot Estate shows just how extraordinary this vintage is at Ridge.
Far from an easygoing wine, the 2013 Merlot hits the palate with serious
intensity and tannic heft. Dark and virile to the core, the 2013 is flat-out
delicious. Even with all of its intensity, the 2013 retains the classic Ridge sense
of mid-weight structure. Readers should plan on cellaring the 2013 for at least a
few years. This is impressive stuff.

2014 Chardonnay Estate, 93 points

The 2014 Chardonnay Estate opens with inviting aromatics. Bright, floral and
nuanced, the 2014 offers striking complexity and energy. There is a hint of
reduction, but that is not a negative. Readers who enjoy focused Chardonnays
will find much to admire in the 2014. This is a gorgeous wine from Ridge.
Lemon, white pepper and mint add the closing layers of nuance. In 2014, Ridge
bottled less of their Monte Bello Chardonnay than the norm, which may be one
of the reasons the Estate is so expressive.
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2014 East Bench Zinfandel, 91 points

Ridge's 2014 Zinfandel East Bench is a standout, especially considering its price.
Brisk and wonderfully perfumed, the 2014 possesses striking aromatic
presence to match its mid-weight personality. This is one of the more silky,
refined Zinfandels readers will come across. | can't recommend it highly
enough. At this stage, the East Bench has almost Pinot-like finesse. The East
Bench is a great choice for by the case purchases, as one or two bottles won't
nearly be enough. This is a rare 100% Zinfandel from Ridge, as the other
Zinfandels in the range are field blends. ders who enjoy intense, super-ripe
Zinfandels.



