Judgment 1f Thack 10

1 971 MONTE BELLO & 2000 MONTE BELLO TAKE TOP HONORS

In 1976, Steven Spurrier (pictured on left with Jasper Morris of Berry Bros. and Rudd), an Englishman running a wine shop and
wine school in Paris, organized a tasting of six top California cabernets and chardonnays to celebrate the American
Bicentennial. He added four Bordeaux wines and four white Burgundies to act as markers against which to evaluate the
Californians. The judges were among the best tasters in France, and, to everyone's surprise, chose a California wine over the
French for both the red and white flights. The tasting became known as the Judgment of Paris, and ended an era in which it
was thought that fine wine came only from Europe. The response of the French judges to the results was that the California
wines would not age and the French wines would win if tasted
again in 30 years.
On May 24, 2006, a 30 year re-enactment of the Judgment of
Paris was organized by Steven Spurrier—this time with
simultaneous tastings in London and in Napa. Paralleling the 1976

CALI FO RN IA event, nine expert tasters at each location judged the original red
wines, now over thirty years old. The winning wine in both the US

and UK was the Ridge Monte Bello 1971. In the combined results,

CAB E RN ET it was in a class by itself—eighteen points ahead of the
second-place wine. We were very proud of this elegant Monte

SAUVI G N O N Bello's showing on both sides of the Atlantic— especially given
the prestige of the tasters. In the UK these included such
well-known experts as Michael Broadbent, Hugh Johnson, Jancis

1 971 Robinson, and Michel Bettane.
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ESTATE GROWN GRAPES, MONTE BELLO 2300 FT
BOTTLED OCT 1973 ALCOHOL 12.2% BY VOLUME
PRODUCED AND BOTTLED BY RIDGE VINEYARDS
17100 MONTE BELLO RD, CUPERTINO, CALIFORNIA

Crmbined Kesults (US & UK)
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ext, young whites and young reds—including this time
; 112 several other top Californians—were tasted. Here, France and
I’ 106 California were not in competition; though on the table together,
g 105 French wines were rated against each other, likewise the
Californians. To our delight, in the flight of California cabernets,
7 92 the Ridge 2000 Monte Bello placed first in the expert panels’
f 82 combined results, but this time with a margin of only one point. It
was up against some marvelous wines—among others the 2001
7 66 Shafer Hillside Select, the 2002 Phelps Insignia, and the 2001
10 59 Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars Cask 23.

It was a great day for Ridge, for Monte Bello, and for wines
made at a more moderate level of ripeness. Paul Draper
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2000 Monte Bello, bottled May 2002

For the first time in three years, the growing season began
on schedule. In early June, however, cold wet winds directly
off the Pacific caught the Monte Bello vines in bloom.
Though this cut down the number of berries, it reduced
berry size as well, improving the odds for ripeness and
intensity at harvest. Despite several very warm days in
August, and again in September, the season was cool.
Merlot came in between the first and fifteenth of October,
followed by the cabernet. After a natural primary
fermentation, most of the lots completed a natural
malolactic in barrel, the rest in tank. As part of our ongoing
comparison, over ninety percent was aged in new, air-dried
american oak, the remainder in new french oak.
Twenty-one of the thirty-four parcels were chosen for this
wine. In January of its second winter, a quarter of the barrels
were heavily fined with fresh egg whites—the equivalent of
five per barrel for the entire lot. The 2000 Monte Bello, one
of the finest wines of this vintage in California, celebrates
the end of a century and the beginning of another.
Complex and beautifully balanced, its full promise will be
apparent with six years of bottle age.  Paul Draper

Crnbined Kedulty
2000 Ridge Monte Bello
2001 Stag’s Leap Wine Cellars Cask 23
2001 Staglin Family Vineyard
2001 Shafer Hillside Select (tie)
2002 Joseph Phelps Insignia (tie)
2000 Clos du Val Reserve
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MONTE BELLO VINEYARD: 75 % CABERNET SAUVIGNON
23% MERLOT, 2% CABERNET FRANC

SANTA CRUZ MOUNTAINS ALCOHOL 13.4% BY VOLUME
PRODUCED AND BOTTLED BY RIDGE VINEYARDS  BW 4488
17100 MONTE BELLO ROAD, BOX 1810, CUPERTINO, CA 95015

Monterey Bay




