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International

loves a good list. This month

the spotlight falls on the wine
world, or more specifically, wine brands.
The 50 wine brands featured have all
made an appearance in the five lists prior
to this one. Some brands have had the
good fortune to be present in all five
cycles, and some have fallen out and
returned to favour for one reason or
another.

This is not a list that necessarily
recognises case sales or global reach or a
list that seeks to award market
performance or annual turnover. For that
reason the David and Goliath of brands
appear in the list in an order few would
predict. This year, the academy of voters
is for the most part unchanged but the
same cannot be said of their votes. The
voting criteria unaltered and yet the top
50 - while recognisable - is certainly not
a case of same old.

Many will undoubtedly quibble
with thE order and feel certain brands
should appear higher, lower or don’t
warrant a place at all, but that is the
wonderful thing about a list that is based
solely on admiration, it is entirely
subjective.

HOLLY MOTION

TORRES

SAME

VEGA SICILIA

UP 8

PENFOLDS

Up2

VILLA MARIA

RE-ENTRY

CHATEAU D’YQUEM

UP1

CASILLERO DEL DIABLO

DOWN 4

RIDGE

UP4

CHATEAU MARGAUX

DOWN 1

GUIGAL

SAME

CONO SUR

UP6

MICHEL CHAPOUTIER

UP3

TIGNANELLO

DOWN 8

CHATEAU LATOUR

DOWN 10

CLOUDY BAY

DOWN 6

CHATEAU HAUT-BRION

DOWN 2

PAUL MAS

UP 14

CHATEAU MOUTON ROTHSCHILD UP 4

ZONIN

UP 22

CAMPO VIEJO

UP 20

SANTA RITA

UP 27

KENDALL-JACKSON

UP 15

YELLOW TAIL

UP 11

CHATEAU MUSAR

UP4

YALUMBA

DOWN 9

JACOB’S CREEK

DOWN 5
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Mearly 40 vears an from the
now famaous blind wine-
tasting dubbed the Judgement
of Paris — in which English
wine merchant Steven Spurrier
pitted top French wines against
Californian ones and California
won — Eidge Vineyards is still
an industry leader racking up
accolades, In 2006 rejudgment
of that fateful day the highest
scoring wine after 30 vears
was the Ridee 1971 Cabernet
Sauvignon. The Californian
wine topped the Californian
and UK judges' lists to take
the top spot after securing
acombined total of 137
points. The top five wines
selacted by the panelists
in |.|'.Il-_" re-enaciment were
Californian. In the 1976
tasting Ridge Vintaze Monte
Bello ranked fifth out of
15 &5 the 1973 Stag's Leap
Wine Cellars SLV Cabernet
Sauvignon was judged best,
ahead of four top-ranked
Bordeausx, including firsi-
growiths Chéteau Mouton-
Fothschild and Chareau-Haut
Brion.
The recognition keeps on
coming a5, in the past year, Ridge
was named the Best Winery in the
U5 by the Daily Meal website, A
member of the judging panel said:
“Ridge Vineyards was founded
in 1955, Its long track record of
congstently making one of the
best Cabernets in America is the
equivalent of the New York Yankees
dynasty. Owner Paul Draper is Babe
Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Joe DiMaggio, and
Mickey Mantle all rolled into one.”

RIDGE VINEYARDS
IS STILL RACKING
UP ACCOLADES




