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2006 Zinfandel Ponzo Vineyard, bottled Jan 2008
Cool spring weather and foggy mornings delayed fruit 
set at Bob Ponzo's Russian River vineyard. Thinning of 
the younger vines in mid-July helped speed ripening, 
though cool, rainy weather in early September 
delayed harvest until early October. After natural 
primary and secondary fermentations, we blind- 
tasted the three vineyard blocks, choosing the Old 
Vines and Triangle parcels to make the 2006 Ponzo. 
The wine aged in air-dried american oak for twelve 
months before bottling. Fifteen percent new oak adds 
sweetness and complexity, complementing the 
natural acidity and fine tannins. This cool-climate 
zinfandel shows the exotic fruit typical of the Russian 
River region. It will be at its best over the next five to 
six years.   JO (11/07)

95% ZINFANDEL, 5% PETITE SIRAH 

14.4% alcohol by volume

History
 Bob Ponzo has farmed these grapes for us in the Russian River  
 Valley since 1999.  Bob's vineyard, on deep gravely loam soils  
 four and a half miles south of Lytton Springs, provides all of the  
 grapes for the Ponzo zinfandel. The Russian River Valley's cooler  
 microclimate ripens this fruit shortly after Lytton Springs and  
 Geyserville. Small amounts of petite sirah are interplanted with  
 zinfandel in the oldest block. 

Vintage
 Harvest Dates 3 October  
 Grapes Average Brix 25.7˚

 Fermentation No inoculation—natural primary and secondary;  
  rapid color and tannin extraction. Pressed at  
  ten days. 
 Aging 100% air-dried american oak barrels (15% new,  
  25% one and two years old, 65% three to six  
  years old)
 Time in Barrel Twelve months

Vineyard
 First RIDGE
 Ponzo 2002 
 Location Russian River Valley, south of Healdsburg on  
  Old Redwood Highway in Sonoma County.
 Soils Deep, gravelly loam. 
 Vines Zinfandel planted 1999, 5.0 acres. (Back Block) 
  Zinfandel planted 1992, 3.0 acres. (Triangle) 
  Mixed zinfandel, petite sirah, planted c. 1952,  
  4.0 acres. 
 Training Majority head trained (no trellis), spur pruned;  
  Back Block cordon trained.
 Yields 2 to 3 tons per acre

Growing Season
 Rainfall Fifty-five inches (normal)
 Bloom Mid-May (normal)
 Weather Cool, wet spring; warm dry summer. Rain at the  
  end of harvest
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